


How time flies. It was just summer and now it is fall. AsIam sitting
here trying to put my words on paper I am looking out my living
room window thinking . ..

Fall is a beautiful time of year. It is cool in the evenings but gets
warmer during the day. The landscape is steadily changing with the
leaves turning into beautiful colors and the farmers are clearing their

fields.

I feel blessed to have a roof over my head and my health. Then I
think of the year lowa has had.

The state of lowa has faced flooding, tornadoes, and bad storms that
have produced softball sized hail. The damage has been unbelievable.
The stress alone has been hard on families. It has cost millions, if not
billions. The economy has not rebounded as well as the economists
predicted it would. Many families were struggling before and now
many more are. The food pantries cant keep food on the shelves for
the increase they have seen in this last year.

As families struggle they have to make tough decisions where to make
cuts. One area that we know they start to make cuts is in their ‘extra’
visits, such as medical and dental visits. This brings us to access to care
issues.

Medical and dental professionals are constantly trying to find ways to
reach target populations that need their services. There are also patients
that are not traditional dental office patients and never will be. They
dont come to public or private offices for whatever the reason. It could
be financial, social, or cultural reasons that create barriers for these
potential patients.

Dental hygienists are in a unique position to help.

Here in Iowa, we have an advantage. Dental hygienists have an
opportunity to obtain a Public Health Supervision Agreement.

What is this? It is where a dental hygienist can go into public health
settings and deliver preventative services. The hygienist has an
agreement with a dentist of what preventative services can be provided
and in which settings: clinics, schools, shelters or nursing homes.
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PHS agreement gets a preventative dental professional out to do
assessments and refer to the appropriate agency or office. We
need to get into the places where lowans can get access. They
need preventative services, preventative education, and access to
other resources and referrals to better oral health.

IDHAS goal this year is to educate dental hygienists about the
Public Health Supervision Agreement that is available. We have
some hygienists that already work public health through I Smile
programs or in public health clinics ... we need more. One of the
populations that do not have a specific funding program is
nursing homes. This population is in dire need of preventative
services and again, access for these individuals is usually limited
to where they are living.

When I did an informal email survey, there were a lot of
hygienists that were not aware that lowa had a PHS agreement.
There were some that were interested but didnt know how to
go about getting a PHS agreement, and then there were some
that hit some barriers while trying to obtain a PHS agreement
and then the others hit a barrier after they had the agreement.

IDHA is putting together a program and will come out to
components to educate hygienists on the Public Health
Supervision Agreement. The lowa Dental Association felt
educating dentists, addressing concerns and barriers that have
come up regarding these agreements will increase access to care as
well. We hope you can attend one of these programs.

Access to care has been an issue for a while and will always be a
challenge. The economy is putting more families at risk. Dental
hygienists are in a great position to help with this. We need to
work together in order to deliver services to understand lowans.
We have the education, the skill, and the knowledge.

Public Health Supervision Agreement Paperwork: a few hours

The time (and talent) to help target populations: 1 day a week plus

Access to preventative dental care for lowans: priceless

If you would like to review the Public Health Supervision Agreement

paperwork and guidelines, please go to wwwstateia.us/dentalboard
and click on the link Public Health Agreement.

[ am excited about the future of dental hygiene in Iowa !
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Components and Volunteers

2011 Fall Event Student-Faculty Conference Exhibitor Representatives

Back row, left to right: David Lamont-Colgate, Doug Murphy-Cetylite, Shawn Nelson-Orascoptic, Brad Behrrns and Brett Drea-Henry Schein, Monica
Bronowicki-GSK. Front row, left to right: Jennifer Schultz-Productive Practice, Matt 0’Brien and Jane Angstman-Patterson Dental, Andrew Elrod-lowa
Dental Supply, Stacy Borgwardt-Sonicare, Carla Stallman-3M ESPE, Greg Slaymaker-Crest Oral B, David Colgan-Orascoptic, Corey Anderson-Sunstar.
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